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B. RTC
1. a) The woman was waiting to cross the road once it was less crowded or with someone’s
help.
b) People couldn’t notice the woman’s anxiousness because they were too busy with
themselves.
c) The unfavourable situation described in the lines is that of an old woman who can’t walk
properly without support and is afraid to cross the street alone. While there is a crowd around
her, full of young people, no one is bothered about noticing her or helping her. The solution to
such a situation is people being more mindful of those around them and caring for them.

2.a) Pride is often seen as a negative quality, but in this case it isn’t so. This is because the boy
feels proud of his youth and healthy body because of which he is able to help the old woman.
b) The boy’s heart felt ‘happy and well content’ because he was satisfied after having helped an
old woman cross the street. c) The boy told his friends that the old woman must be somebody’s
mother and that just like he had helped somebody’s mother, he hoped that somebody would
also help his mother when she needed the help, and her own son was not around.

C. Questions and Answers

1. Words and phrases which indicate the dismal condition of the old woman are: ‘old and ragged
and grey’, ‘bent with the chill of the Winter’s day.’, ‘the woman’s feet were aged and slow’, ‘She
stood at the crossing and waited long, Alone, uncared for’, ‘her anxious eyes’, ‘the woman so
old and grey’, ‘So meek, so timid, afraid to stir’, ‘Her aged hand’, and ‘trembling feet’.

2. ‘Old age coupled with the world’s insensitivity made the old woman vulnerable.’ This
statement can be justified by saying that old age itself is difficult to manage. For example, the
old woman’s health and physical fitness did not allow her to do a simple thing like crossing the
street on her own with ease. This combined with the lack of sensitivity of so many people who
crossed her but did not bother to help her, made the old woman more vulnerable.

3. The boy’s entry into the poem created a contrast in two ways. One is with the old woman, in
terms of youth and physical fitness. The second is with the rest of the indifferent crowd who was
not bothered about helping the old woman.


